FALL FORUM 2004 AIR QUALITY

Monday, September 20, 7:30pm at the United Church of Christ, Horning Road, Kent
MARK YOURCALENDARS PLANTOATTEND

OUR HEALTH AND OUR CHILDREN'S

Airfor our Heirs: Will it, and they, be hedthy?

K EC continuesitssemi-annua forumsontimely environmenta issues. On Monday, September 20, our Fall Forumwill look
at typesof air pollutionin Portage County and their impact on public heath. Theimpact upon childrenisaspecia focus. A
panel will definetheissues, followed by publicdiscussion.

LynnMad colm, director of theAkron Regiond Air Pollution Control Agency, will givean overview of current problems. Chip
Porter of the Portage County Health Department and John Bradshaw of the City of Kent Health Department will add to
Lynn’spresentation. A question & answer period, with open discussionwill follow.

A surprising number and variety of pollutantsareintheair surrounding us. Thefocushereisonthemore harmful ones

such asmercury and othersresulting from the generation and use of energy. Clean energy =clean air.

GeneWenninger

WHAT ISKEC DOING FOR YOU?

Issueswithwhich KEC hasdedt or istill dealing.

Additiona information on severa canbefound at our website
<kentenvironment.org>. If you haveaninterestinanissue,
pleaselet usknow through <info.kentenvironment.org>.

The Bicentennial Plan

Concerns. ThePlanisthefirgt attempt by the City toincor-
porate sustainability principlesintoitscomprehensveplan.
Thedraft under discussionistheresult of an extensveexer-
cisein participatory democracy, cooperation between the
city and the university. Discussion hasfocused too much
onthecampuslink component andinsufficiently onthevaue
of theoverall plan.

Actions: KEC representativeshave attended al public ses-
sions. Wehavealso been periodically briefed by the Com-
munity Devel opment office.

Needed: Continuing public support for the Plan asit moves
toward Council actionin October
Mosquito Spraying in Kent

Concerns. Current practice, pesticides used, efficiency of
spraying, aternatives, impactsupon children and pets.

Actions. KECinvited BarbaraEaton, of theOhio Codiition
Against the Misuse of Pegticides, to Friday breskfast. Dis-
cussedtheissue. KEC representativesmet with John Ferlito
of the Kent Health Department.

Needed: Publiceducation

Cement Plant Southwestern Kent

Concerns. Possibleair and water pollution from operation
of anew cement plant, theAssoci ated Ready-Mix Concrete
Plant, on Cherry St. near Rt. 261 in southwest Kent.
Actions: Working through theAkron Regiond Air Pollution
Control Board to ensure public hearing on permit for the
plant and compliancewith air standards. Working through
the Ohi o EPA to ensure compliancewith water runoff stan-
dards.

Needed: Monitoring of site; pressureto apply for air permit;
support for public hearing.

Great Lakes and Lake Erie Resource Manage-
ment

Concerns. Diversons, bulk export, and unrestrained water
(continued on Page?2)



COMMENTS ON BICENTENNIAL SUSTAINABILITY PLAN:

I view Kent's Bicentennial
Sustainability Plan asabeginning - a
worthy beginning, indeed - but none-
theless, abeginning. It representsa
vison, informed by citizeninput, of the
sort of community wewouldliketo see
Kent become (or continueto bel) in
yearsahead.

TheUrban Design Center’ srenditions
of possible specific plansfor thethree
sected” planning arees’ (i.e.“ Campus
Link”, etc.) should beconsidered asil -
lustrative of waysinwhichtheplan's
visonmight beredizedinthosearess.
They aregivenasconcretdy envisoned
dternatives, onthebasisof which fur-
ther exploratory discussion and debate
might proceed. They arenot intended
torestrict debate or to rule out other

alternatives for the development of
these or other aress.

Thus, withthe“plan” (or“vison™)in
hand, the work of sorting out the
choi cesfacing the community — and
enactable policiestoimplement those
choices— dill liesbeforeus.

| hopethat the Council will proceedto
adopt the basic plan - with the under-
standing outlined here- and beginthe
work of darifyingred choices, other d-
ternatives, and next steps(asl think is
aready under way with the“ campus
link” areal) - keepingawaysinmindthe
importance of continuing democratic
input fromthecitizensof Kent.

HaroldWaker .

WhaI iS KEC DOing?(continuedfromfirstpage)

usein The Great L akes Basin; wetland preservation; watershed management;

land use planning.

Actions. Working through the Ohio Coastal Resource Management Project, the
Ohio Environmenta Council, andthe Greset L akesAquatic Habitat Network.
Needed: Continuing participation, monitoring, and advocacy. Public education.

Haymaker Parkway Beautification

Concerns. Kegpingthe K EC block weeded and attractive.

Actions Periodic Saturday morning dean-up sessonshd dthissummer.
Needed: Continuing attention.

--GeneWenninger
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Kent'sproposed Bicentennia Planisa
new idea, and as such is subject to
much concern becauseitisanew ap-
proach to comprehensive planning.
However, every new ideareceivesand
to acertain extent deservescareful re-
view.
ThisPlanrepresentsthehopesand fed -
ingstoward the community of many
thoughtful peoplewho took thetrouble
to attend meetings and expressthem-
salves. Thestrong consensusthat was
devel oped must not belost inthe con-
troversy over the* CampusLink” spe-
cial planning district. Eventhough
what has been suggested in the docu-
ment representswhat MIGHT bedone
rather than what might havebeen man-
dated and ismerely illustrative, it ap-
pearsthreateningto certain specid in-
terests. Therefore, in order to sustain
thewidespread support for theplan as
awhole, the specia planning districts
should beincluded asan appendix for
reference/illudtrative purposes.

By this strategy the conversation
should be returned to the plan as a
whole so that it may be adopted and
beginitsfunction advising and guid-
ingpolicy decisions.

Water Adams

KEC MEMBERS
PARTICIPATE

A big bouquet of flowers and many
thanksto each person who helped with
RiverDay (May 22) andtheKent Heri-
tage Fegtival (July 3). Wecouldn'tdo
itwithout you! Together, wetalked
withalot of peopleabout current envi-
ronmental issues. Everythingiscon-
nected to everything el se, as Guenveur
Burnell showed on her “Web of Life”
exhibit for the KEC booth at the Heri-
tageFedtival.

Participants. Nancy Adams, Walt
Adams CardineArmnold, Harriet Begaa,
VeraBjerre, Guenveur Burndll, Edith
Chase, RobertaEwbank, AnitaFoote,
Ben Foote, Sherry Gedeon, Im Geisey,
Ann Hastings, Vince Komenda, Karl
Liske, Rich Patterson, Denny Reiser,
Doug Shaw, Gordon Vars, Ted VVoenida,
Harold Walker, Gene Wenninger, and
theNewdetter Team!



ODNR Public M eeting Tuesday

September 21 at the Brecksville Community Center,
One Community Drive (State Route 21).
KEC membersand concerned citizensareurged to attend

You may expressyour viewsthere, or submit written comments, no later than
October 18, 2004, to: Annex Comments, ODNR Divis on of Water, 1939 Fountain
Square Court, Bldg. E-1, Columbus, OH 43224. E-mail:
annexcomments@dnr.state.oh.usTo carpoal, cal Edith Chase, 330-673-1193

PROTECT OURH.O.M .E.S.

Huron Ontario Michigan Erie  Superior

ODNR Public Meseting Thethreat of bulk exports, diversions, and unrestrained
water ueintheGreat LakesBadn, led the Governorsand two Premiersto address
theseissuesin 2001. Thecouncil of Great Lakes Governorsrd eased draft agree-
mentsin July toimplement the Great L akes Charter Annex - now openfor com-
ment.

For thefirst time, the Compact will put into placelawsto regulatetheuse of Great
L akesWater from an environmentally protective standpoint. Decision- making
standardsinclude:

o Prevent or minimizewater |ossthrough return flow and implementation of
environmentally sound and economicaly feasiblewater conservation
Mmeasures,

o Nosgnificant adverseindividua or cumulativeimpactsto the quantity or
quality of water or water dependent natura resources;

¢ Requiresanimprovement to thewatersof thebasin;

o Compliancewith gpplicabledtate, provincid, federa andinternationd laws
and tregties.

TheCity of Akron obtained gpprova of al eight Great L akesGovernorsin 1998to
divert upto4.5milliongalonsper day of CuyahogaRiver water toAkron'ssouth-
ern suburbs. Akron contended therewould be“no net loss’ sincethey would
return somewater totheriver viathe (polluted) Ohio Cana and Akron’sBotzum
sawagetreatment plant. However, thisessentialy dewatered the CuyahogaRiver
intheKent area, sincewater wasreturned morethan 15 milesdownriver.

Stagnant water in the Kent and M unroe Falls dampool sled the Ohio EPA to
require stepsto clean up water quality here. You can see progress on thedam
modification the next timeyou look over therailing of theMain Street Bridgein
Kent. Didyou seethefirst test of thewaterfall over thedamin August? The
whole project should befinished next summer.

I ssuesto consider onthedraft agreements:

Moally Hanagan of the Ohio Environmental Council, pointsout that for thefirst
time, thisdraft agreement provides environmental standardsfor judging new
water withdrawal proposds. If approved by Congress, aswell astheeight states,
itwould belegally binding. Itwould protect all thewatersof the Great L akes
Basin, including streamsand groundwater.

However, Flanagan isconcerned that, although water conservation plansare
required, thesetermsarenot defined. Standardsfor judging water withdrawal s
depend ontheir size. By using averagesover 120 days, somewithdrawersmay be
virtually exempt fromtherules. Theproposal asofailsto properly evaluate
cumulativeimpactsonlocd river and groundwater levels, wherenumeroussmall
projectswill dotheenvironmenta damage. A 10-year phase-inof thenew rulesis
an unnecessarily long waiting period. --Edith Chase

THE THREAT OF AN
INVASIVE SPECIES

Lonicera xylosteum, of the family
Caprifoliacaes, (“goat-leaved”) isan
invasivespeciesdl over America Com-
monly known asbush honeysuckle, L.
xylosteurn (meaning roughly “woody
bone”) isadense, uptight deciduous
shrub (averaging 6 feet in height) with
shdlow roats. Itisanexatic, introduced
species, with poisonous berries
containining xylostein, abitter gluco-
sde

Invasive plantslike bush honeysuckle
often do not appear aggressive upon
initid introduction, butintheright con-
ditionsthey spread quickly. Though
bush honeysuckleisvalued by some
for itssweetly scented flowers, itisan
aggressivegrower that damagesnative
populationsby limiting sunshine, stran-
gling diversity, and depriving native
plantsof nutrientsand water.

Inaddition, whilethefruitsof native
honeysuckle plants provide high-fat,
nutrient-rich food for migratory birds,
the bush honeysucklebearsfruitsthat
arehighin carbohydratesand not suf-
ficient for fuding migration. It hasa so
been reported that bush honeysuckle
berrieschangethecolorsof small birds,
whichmakesit easier for bigger, preda-
tory birdsto spot them.

Aswithmostinvasives, itiscriticaly
important to prevent bush honeysuckle
fromegablishingitsdf innew locations
Frequent and methodica monitoringis
important to head off invasonsintheir
early stages, beforetoo much damage
isdone. Manua remova of new shoots
whenfirgtidentified can prevent exten-
dveremovd workinthefuture Remova
of old growthisbest doneinearly No-
vember, every Legp Year.

Thisseriousecologica challengewill
only increaseif the bush honeysuckle
continuesto take over our land.

RanaPipiens

varied, frank, sometimesrowdy, sometimesabgruse, dwayslively and engaging.

FRIDAY CAUCUSBREAKFASTSKEC members, friends, rivals, doubters, believers, petitioners, hangers-on,
andindeed, city officids, meet every Friday a 8AM at theUniversty Inn Coffee Shop. Buy your ownbreskfadt, talk isfree,




GREENEST MEGAWATT IS THE
ONE THAT IS NOT GENERATED

Therising cost of energy isaconcernto all businessown-
ers, devel opers, government officialsand municipalities.
Evaluating the opportunitiesavail able from aderegul ated
dectricutility industry posesmany questions, including how
to find cost-effective waysto meet the demandswith envi-
ronmenta responsihility. Electric City (EL C) offersuniquely
integrated products and servicesthat provideturnkey solu-
tionsto these concerns. They providetheir customersan
opportunity to reduce operating costs and take advantage
of new red-time, market-based energy pricing structuresand
energy Conservation incentives. All of thiscan beaccom-
plishedwhilereducingtheutilities basedectricloads, thereby
reducing emissionsfromtheir generating plantsto theenvi-
ronment. Thereisno argument that the* greenest” megawait
istheonethat isnot generated. EL Cisa 75 million-dollar
market cap company located near Chicago, struggling to put
itsbalance sheet inapositive position. Adapted from http:/
Mwww.d ccorp.com/products serviceshtml

--Rich Patterson
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--- Sincere Thanks ---

KEC offerssincerethanksto Mary Ellen Nurmi, who has
retired after threeand ahdf yearsaseditor of thisnewdetter.
Her patience, perd stence and gentle guidance have kept up
the high quality we have cometo expect of our journal, and
have encouraged usin our effortstoinform ourselvesand
thecommunity about theimportance of aliveable, sustain-
ableenvironment.

Weare pleased that, with thisissue, Ann Hastings makes
her debut aseditor of the newd etter.

* * %

So let’s get on with blaming Human failure
Not the drought and not the fickle wind;
Let’s seize upon Promethean blind hope,
Changing our anger into useful work,

So we can save both forests and our homes,
So ponderosa pines will thrive

And silent elk still make soft passage there
If only we reform, as surely 1t’s within

Our power of will and reasoning to do.

Robert Pack, “Fire Season, 20007
from the book E/l& in Winter

Membership: Individud, $25; GoldenBuckeye, $15; Family, $35;
Sugtaining, $45; Student, $10. If theletters,“REN” sona
mailinglabe , your membership hasexpired asof thedateindi-
cated onthelabd . You can makeadifferenceby becominga
member and showing thesupport for our advocacy whenwe
approachlegidatorsor publicofficids. --Nancy Adams

http://www.kentenvironment.org



